GAINSBOROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOL
SEPTEMBER 2021
5459 Hwy 20, RR 2
St. Ann’s L0R 1Y0
905-386-6223
Principal H. Nunnenmacher
Secretary K. Comfort

Dates to
Remember:
Sept. 13 to Oct. 3 Indigo Adopt a
School Program
Sept. 29 - Rowan’s
Law Day (Purple
Shirt Day)
Sept. 30 - Every
Child Matters Day
(Orange Shirt Day)
If your child will not
be taking the bus
please make sure to
notify the office
through email at
gai@dsbn.org prior
to 3:00 p.m. This
way we can be sure
to get the message
to our teachers so
your child does not
get on their bus.

WELCOME BACK TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!!
I would like to welcome you all to a new
school year. I hope everyone had a relaxing and fun summer holiday.

Our caretaking staff worked very hard
over the summer to prepare the school for
a new school year and it looks amazing!
Mrs. Comfort has been busy getting everything organized and all of the staff
have been busy preparing for the start of
an exciting year! I want to thank all of
you for your hard work and dedication to
Gainsborough.
We know that school will look differently
this year, but our goal for the first few
weeks will be to make our students feel
comfortable coming back to school after
such a long time. Our priorities are safety, wellbeing and learning, and we will
be establishing routines to meet those pri-

orities. Our school is set up to maximize
safety based on advice and protocols that
have been set in place by Niagara Regional Public Health as well as the Ministry of Education. Last week the teachers
reviewed the various routines including
mask protocol, handwashing, physical distancing, hallway flow and directional arrows, washroom use and cough and
sneeze protocol, etc.
We are all looking forward to this school
year. If you ever have any questions
please do not hesitate to contact the
school.
We are here to work
with you!
Ms. Nunnenmacher

THE GAINSBOROUGH TEAM
All of the staff have been so
busy preparing for the
2021/2022 school year.
We welcome Mrs. Knevel,
Mrs. Bertois and Mrs.
Zwolak to the Gainsborough
Team.
We also welcome Ms. Myronuk who will be filling in
for Mrs. Bertois and Mrs.
Sharpe who will be filling in
for Mrs. Zwolak.
As of now the following are
the staff and classes for this
school year:
Kindergarten - Mrs. Bouhuis,
Mrs. Irwin and Mrs. Foster

Grade 1 - Mrs. Kotsis

Bartlett

Grade 2 - Ms. Gullett

Remote Learning - Ms. Ardito-Wright, Ms. Dykstra and
Ms. Masi

Grade 2/3 - Mrs. Knevel
Grade 4 - Mrs. Myronuk
Grade 5/6 - Mrs. Sharpe
Grade 6/7 - Ms. Sardo
Grade 7/8 - Mrs. Gravelle
& Mr. Reid
FSL - Mme Gravelle
Prep - Mr. Shatford & Mrs.
Pankhurst
Learning Resource Teacher Mrs Pankhurst
Educational Assistants - Mrs.

Little House - Mr. Steingart
and Mr. Degraw
Lunch Room Supervisor Mrs. McLaren
Custodians - Mrs. McPherson,
Miss Walters and Ms. Viele
Secretary - Mrs. Comfort
Principal - Ms. Nunnenmacher
We are looking forward to
an awesome year!

DRILLS
On September 29, Rowan’s Law Day will be observed by schools across Ontario.
This is a day to increase awareness about the danger of concussions, and to positively promote injury prevention.
Rowan’s Law was created after Rowan Stringer, a 17-year old student died after
sustaining two concussions. Because she did not tell anyone about her injuries or
how she was feeling with her family, coaches, or friends, her concussions went untreated.
By observing Rowan’s Law Day each year and educating our school community
about concussions, we hope to promote a culture of safety at our school.
Purple was Rowan’s favourite colour, so we are asking staff and students to wear
purple to school on September 29th for Rowan!

BELL TIMES
Our school schedule will be the same as last year and has been
created in compliance with COVID-19 protocols.
Please note that supervision does not begin until 8:50 a.m. Students are not to be dropped off prior to that time. In keeping
with Public Health requirements, we are unable to allow adults
to gather or congregate at school entry or exit. Thank you!
9:05 a.m.

Entry Bell

9:05 a.m. - 9:25 a.m.

Period 1 - Entry with Class Community

9:25 a.m. - 10:05 a.m.

Period 2

10:05 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Period 3 - Break for Kdg to Grade 3
10:45 a.m. - 11:25 a.m. Period 4 - Break for Gr 4 to 6/7
11:25 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. Period 5 - Break for 7/8
12:05 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. Period 6 - Break for Kdg to Grade 3
12:45 p.m. - 1:25 p.m.

Period 7 - Break for Gr 4 to 6/7

1:25 p.m. - 2:05 p.m.

Period 8 - Break for Gr 7/8

2:05 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Period 9

2:45 p.m. - 3:25 p.m.

Period 10

3:25 p.m.

Dismissal with Class Community

Each year all schools across the DSBN have
practice Fire Drills and Lockdown Drills. There
are 6 Fire Drills done during the school year, 3
in the fall and 3 in the spring. Two Lockdown
Drills take place; one during the fall/winter
and one during the spring. Since there are
different types of Lockdown Drills the two will
be different (for example, one internal and
one external). Teachers will work with their
students to ensure they are aware of what to
do in case of an emergency.
If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to contact the school.

DROP OFF & PICK UP
As you drop off your children in the morning, we ask
that you line up in the bus
lane. Please be prepared
for your children to exit the
vehicle at the pathway
quickly and safely. We ask
that all students exit their vehicle from the
passenger side. There will be a staff member
there to ensure your children’s safety.
At the end of the day, we ask that you line up
on the inside lane. We will load the busses
first and then load any students that are being
picked up.
If you are picking your child up early, please
park your car, come to the front entrance and
buzz. Mrs. Comfort will call your children
down for you.
Together we can ensure the safety of all of
our students!

MASKS
The DSBN will be following all mask guidelines as provided by the Ministry of Education and Niagara Region Public Health. Grade 1-8 students will require a non-medical
mask each day. Niagara Region Public Health encourages Kdg students to also wear a
mask. The use of non-medical masks for students are required on school buses.
All students in Grades 1-8 will be expected to wear a mask:
• Upon entry to the school yard each morning and during dismissal each afternoon
• Inside the school
Students may take off their masks:
• To eat during nutrition breaks as instructed by their teacher
• When they are outdoors for learning - maintaining a safe distance
• When they are outdoors for fitness/nutritional breaks - maintaining a safe distance
Please ensure your child has their mask when they arrive at school each day.

VISITORS TO SCHOOL

LUNCH DROP OFF

At this time, Niagara Regional Public Health
has mandated that parents and visitors not
enter the school. Please contact the school to
set up an appointment if
needed.

We know that some parents like
to drop student lunches off at
the office before our nutritional
breaks. We request that students arrive at school with their
lunch and snacks in order to limit contact.
Please send a little extra in case your child is
extra hungry or going through a growth spurt
and may require extra to eat.

NUT SAFE ENVIRONMENT
When you are considering foods for your
child’s lunch, please remember to select
healthy items that are nut-free.
We have staff and students with
nut allergies and out of respect
for them, please ensure that
their safety is considered when
packing lunches.

TECHNOLOGY & LIBRARY
RETURNS
Please return all technology that was borrowed from the school in the spring as soon
as possible so we can begin disinfecting and
deploying to student classrooms again. All
library books should be returned to your
child’s teacher as well.

LATE ARRIVAL PROCESS
We know that there are
some mornings that despite
best efforts being made,
students occasionally arrive
late. In the past, parents
would walk students to the
office to get an admit slip. To comply with
safety protocols, students who arrive late will
buzz the office and wait for a staff member
to let the student into the building. Unfortunately, parents/guardians will not be permitted to enter the building with the student(s).
Please be aware entry may take some time
depending on the number of students who
require entry. We appreciate your patience
as we work through this new process.

In order to give our students a
break from wearing masks,
more outdoor time during the
school day will take place this
year. Please send your child
to school, dressed for weather
(even gentle rain showers!). A
change of clothing would be
appreciated for our primary
students as well.

WATER BOTTLES
Please make sure to send your
child with a labelled refillable
water bottle daily. Students
will not be able to use the water fountain spout, but can refill
their water bottle. With being
outside more during the day we
want to ensure our students remain
hydrated.

Check out our Website!!
https://
gainsborough.dsbn.org

PREVALENT MEDICAL
CONDITIONS

MENTAL HEALTH &
WELL BEING

If you have a child with a prevalent
medical condition (Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Diabetes, and/or Epilepsy or
others) we want to make sure we
have a current Plan of Care to support your child. All parents of children with prevalent medical conditions are asked to fill our the new
Plan of Care and submit to the school.
You can download the forms at

Mental Health and Well-Being is an important factor in student success. Learning to form healthy relationships, maintain physical health, academic engagement, and educational achievement are
all impacted by mental health and wellbeing. Students’ mental health and wellbeing is supported in a variety of ways:
 Helping students feel safe and included
 Instilling a sense of belonging and
connectedness
 Working with them to feel confident
in their identity
To learn more visit:

https://www.dsbn.org/prevalentmedical-conditions
For more information, please contact
the school.

https://www.dsbn.org/programsservices/well-being/home

LOST AND FOUND
We ask that all of our students’ personal items are labelled. We will not
have a Lost and Found bin this year
and want to ensure we are able to
return items to the appropriate person.
If you are looking
for labels, you can
check out the ones
available at Mabel’s Labels. We have a Fundraising
Account set up with them so 20% of
every purchase will come back to the
school.
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/
fundraising/support/

https://schoolcashonline.com/
School Cash enables you to:


Use your debit or credit card to
make quick and easy payments



Complete important forms



Provide permission for school
events

To access the system, click on the
“School Cash” button on our school’s
website. Please Note: the usual
Welcome Back to School package is
posted on School Cash Online. It
contains important forms that must
be completed by parent/guardian.

TRANSPORTATION
This year students eligible for transportation are required to Opt-In to receive service. If you are changing your status from Opt-Out
to Opt-In, the deadline to Opt-In to Transportation is at 3:00 p.m. on any Monday to have transportation available the following
Monday. NSTS will be developing seating plans weekly based on student’s assigned to the bus. The seating plans will be developed
on students residing in the same household, or students in the same homeroom, sitting together. For the first few
weeks of school the changes could occur weekly until the school year settles in for more stable seat assignments.
For Transportation information, please visit the Niagara Student Transportation Services website at
www.nsts.ca or call 905-357-6787.

Please report all absences or lates prior to bell time for the
current day. If your child has an upcoming appointment,
you can also schedule future absences by using one of
these three methods; App, Website or Toll-free Phone
Number. Please do NOT contact the school directly to report your child’s absence or late. Thank you!

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP
I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/
guardian representative on the School Council.
Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
Home Phone Number: _________________________
Email Address: _______________________________
I am the parent/guardian of __________________________________________
who is currently registered at Gainsborough Public School.
I am an employee of the District School Board of Niagara. YES ____

__________________________________
Candidate’s Signature

NO ____

___________________
Date

COUNCIL CORNER
Welcome back Wildcat students, staff, and parents! We hope everyone has a
safe and healthy start to the new school year. School Council will be holding
their first virtual meeting on September 28 at 7:00PM. Our nominations form
is above if you wish to become part of the School Council Executive. We always welcome new members. There are many ways you can become involved.
We look forward to seeing you then!
Sincerely, Gainsborough School Council

WOERLEN CITIZEN AWARD
Congratulations to last year’s Woerlen Citizen Award recipients! Each of the following students received a $25 Indigo Gift Card.
JK - Kendra C.
Gr 3 - Lillian S.
Gr 6 - Alexis Killins

SK - Finley M.
Gr 4 - Sarayah K.
Gr 7 - Catherine H.

Gr 1 - Audrey D.
Gr 5 - Sadie A.
Gr 8 - Cooper V.

Gr 2 - Isla P.
FSP - Odin G.

We are so excited to be a part of Indigo’s Adopt-a-School Program!!!
Gainsborough Public School has been partnered with Coles at the Seaway Mall. Together we will be
working hard to raise funds for our school to purchase additional books for our library.
Currently, our library is being organized and weeded so we can know exactly what we need to purchase so our students have access to amazing books!!
Stay Tuned, more information will be coming out on Monday, September 13th
as we kick of this incredible fundraiser!

STAFF FAVOURITES
Welcome Back Everyone! We are excited to be part of the Wildcat Team! We want to share
some of our favourite things with you!
MRS. BARTLETT

MRS. BOUHUIS

Animal - Too difficult to choose
Food - Snack Crackers
Children’s Book - Love You Forever by Robert Munsch
Colour - Blue
Game - Baseball
Season - Summer
Snack - Cheese and Crackers
Sports Team/Player - Blue Jays
TV Show - Big Bang Theory
Vacation Spot - Northern Ontario

Animal - Cat
Food - Pasta
Children’s Book - The Giving Tree
Colour - Purple
Game - Badminton
Season - Fall
Snack - Nuts
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Maple Leafs
TV Show - Masterchef
Vacation Spot - St. Lucia

MRS. COMFORT

MR. DEGRAW

Animal - Eagle
Food - All except Boiled Duck
Tongue and Marmite
Children’s Book - Love You Forever - Robert Munsch
Colour - Blue
Game - Family Reunion Outdoor
Games (eg: Tug O’ War, Cherry
Pit Spit, etc.)
Season - Fall
Snack - Potato Chips
Vacation Spot - Home

Animal - Elephant
Food - Pizza and Wings
Children’s Book - Green Eggs and
Ham
Colour - Blue
Game - Hockey
Season - Winter
Snack - Miss Vickie’s Sea Salt &
Malt Chips
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Maple Leafs
TV Show - Hockey Night in Canada
Vacation Spot - Newfoundland

MRS. DYKSTRA
Animal - Horse
Food - Pasta
Children’s Book - Harry Potter
Colour - Blue
Season - Fall
Snack - Chocolate
Vacation Spot - Any Beach

MME GRAVELLE
Animal - Blue Whale
Food - Pasta
Children’s Book - Harry Potter
Colour - Red
Game - Monopoly
Season - Summer
Snack - Popcorn
Sports Team/Player - Pittsburgh
Penguins
TV Show - Grey’s Anatomy
Vacation Spot - Norway

MRS. GRAVELLE

MRS. GULLETT

Animal - My dog Ziggy!
Food - Pizza
Children’s Book - Oh, The Places
You’ll Go
Colour - Purple
Game - Cribbage
Season - Summer
Snack - Chips
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Blue
Jays
TV Show - Greys Anatomy
Vacation Spot - Up North...Cottage

Animal - Panda
Food - Lasagna
Children’s Book - Scaredy Squirrel
Colour - Black
Game - Euchre
Season - Summer
Snack - Chocolate Covered Almonds
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Maple Leafs
TV Show - The Good Doctor
Vacation Spot - Banff, Alberta

MRS. IRWIN
Animal - Dogs
Food - Salad - for real! I love it!
Children’s Book - Any picture
book. I love the art!
Colour - Blue
Game - Baseball
Season - Fall
Snacks - Crackers or Fruit
Sports Team/Player - Formula
One Racing
TV Show - Any Documentary
Vacation Spot - Camping Anywhere
MRS. KOTSIS
Animal - Monkey
Food - Greek
Children’s Book - Anything by
Robert Munsch
Colour - Blue
Game - Wordscapes
Season - Spring and Fall
Snack - Potato Chips
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Maple Leafs
TV Show - Fixer Upper
Vacation Spot - Bahamas

MRS. KNEVEL
Animal - I love cats, but unfortunately
I am highly allergic to them!
Food - Lasagna
Children’s Book - Oh, the Places
You’ll Go
Colour - Blue
Game - Scattegories
Season - Summer, but I really do love
something about each season.
Snack - Popcorn
Sports Team/Player - Michael Jordan
TV Show - Fixer Upper (or any home
renovation show)
Vacation Spot - Punta Cana

MRS. MCPHERSON
Animal - Cats
Food - Sweets
Children’s Book - Rainbow Fish
Season - Spring
Snack - Popcorn

MRS. MYRONUK

MR. REID

Animal - Cats - I have two!
Food - Chicken Fingers & Fries
Children’s Book - The Gruffalo by
Julia Donaldson
Colour - Pink and Purple
Game - Monopoly
Season - Spring
Snack - Chocolate anything!
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Maple Leafs
TV Show - Survivor
Vacation Spot - Disney World

Animal - Penguin
Food - Cheese
Children’s Book - The Rithmatist
Colour - Purple
Game - Fallout 76
Season - Autumn
Snack - Salt and Vinegar Chips
Sports Team/Player - The Buffalo
Bills
TV Show - Breaking Bad
Vacation Spot - Disney World

MS. SARDO
Animal - Horse
Food - BBQ Steak
Children’s Book - Sam I Am
Colour - Orange
Game - Risk
Season - Spring
Snack - Chips and Salsa
Sports Team/Player - Hamilton
Tiger Cats
TV Show - Discovery Channel
Vacation Spot - Florida

MR. SHATFORD
Animal - Platypus
Food - Steak
Children’s Book - The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe
Colour - Blue and Green
Game - Cycling
Season - Summer
Snack - Cheezies
Sports Team/Player - Prince
George Spruce Kings
TV Show - Corner Gas
Vacation Spot - Any of the Gulf
Islands in British Columbia

MRS. SHARPE
Animal - Cat
Food - Sushi
Children’s Book - The Secret Garden
Colour - Red
Game - Euchre
Season - Fall
Snack - Chips
Sports Team/Player - Montreal
Canadians
TV Show - One Tree Hill
Vacation Spot - Family cottage in
Barry’s Bay

MR. STEINGART
Animal - Bald Eagle
Food - Pizza and Wings
Children’s Book - Happy Town
Colour - Red
Game - Cornhole
Season - Winter
Snack - Dark Chocolate
Sports Team/Player - Maple Leafs
TV Show - Cornation Street
Vacation Spot - Any Beach

MRS. ARDITO-WRIGHT

MRS. FOSTER

Animal - Owl
Food - Jerk Chicken or Butter Chicken
Children’s Book - Anything Scaredy
Squirrel or Harry Potter
Colour - Red
Game - Hogwart’s Battle or 5 Crowns
Season - Summer for Gardening
Snack - Blueberries, Cherries & Chips
Sports Team/Player - The Blue Jays
TV Show - Umbrella Academy, Designated Survivor, The Good Doctor
Vacation Spot - Jamaica or Spain

Animal - Manatees
Food - Pasta
Children’s Book - Only One You
by Linda Kranz
Colour - Purple
Game - UNO
Season - Summer and Fall
Snack - Anything Chocolate
Sports Team/Player - Niagara Ice
Dogs
TV Show - America’s Funniest
Home Videos
Vacation Spot - Puerto Backyarda

MS MASI
Animal - Cat
Food - Ice Cream
Children’s Book - Giraffes Can’t
Dance
Colour - Purple
Game - Peek-a-Boo
Season - Spring
Snack - Hummus and Pita Chips
Sports Team/Player - My niece’s
soccer team
TV Show - Gilmore Girls
Vacation Spot - Inverness, Scotland

MS NUNNENMACHER
Animal - Dog
Food - Pad Thai
Children’s Book - Anne of Green
Gables
Colour - Red
Game - Mexican Dominoes
Season - Fall
Snack - Chocolate Chip Cookies
Sports Team/Player - Toronto Maple Leafs
TV Show - Big Bang Theory
Vacation Spot - My Cottage

MRS. PANKHURST
Animal - Dogs and cats
Food - Anything with Chicken
Children’s Book - Dr. Seuss
Colour - Yellow
Game - Chess
Season - Spring
Snack - Raspberries & Popcorn
TV Show - Any medical show
Vacation Spot - Costa Rico

WONDERING WHAT SAFETY MEASURES WE HAVE IN PLACE?
As last year, we will have many of the safety precautions in place. Unfortunately, you are not able to come in
right now to see them (one of the safety measures), but here are some pictures of what is in place around the
school.

As you come to our front doors you will notice a
cart out front. If you are dropping something off
we ask that you buzz the office and then leave the
item there for us to pick up. If you are picking up
your child early they will leave from these doors or
if you are dropping them off late they will use this
door to enter the school.

When students are dropped off in the morning we ask that they
are dropped off at the path. This path leads them around to
the back of the school where they will line up for entry.
When students are dismissed at the end of the day, they meet in
their lines at the back and then follow the path out to the waiting
vehicle.

At the end of the day, our students line up in their bus colours.
They are also lining up in a staggered format to ensure the
proper distance from each side. Markings have been made on
the tarmac as guides for our students.
When they arrive in the morning they will line up in this same area, by class instead.

For outdoor academic
learning and during
breaks, each class has a
designated area on the
field to ensure students remain with their classroom
community.

Inside our hallways have
been divided into two
lanes to again ensure distancing. There are directional arrows to act as visual reminders to our students.

Students are asked to
bring a refillable water
bottle with them daily to
use during the day. The
water spouts are not able
to be used.

N.B. Please make sure to
label their water bottle.

To reduce numbers accessing the washroom at
one time, we have signs to indicate if the washroom is occupied. Should 2 students from the
same classroom community need to use the
washroom they can be in there together. Otherwise one student at a time will have access to
the washroom. In the boys’ washroom access to
urinals has been reduced in order to ensure
physical distancing in the washroom.

To provide a visual reminder we have labels to
indicate where students can stand to wait for
access to different areas (ex. washroom, sink,
etc).

If students are not well we have an area where
the student will wait to be picked up. We ask
that you please ensure you have someone
readily available to pick up your child should
you get a call because they are not well.

The teachers have all worked hard to ensure
there is physical distancing between each student’s desk.
Students hang their backpacks with their lunches,
indoor shoes and personal items on their seat at
their desk. All personal non-instructional items in
their backpacks will be taken home each day.
We ask that students NOT bring any toys from
home.

Our students all use one of two exits when they
are exiting the building. At the exit there is
hand sanitizer for them to access.

FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU……
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT YEAR!!!

