
Dates to       

Remember: 

Sept. 22 - Reorganization Day 

Sept. 30 - Every Child Matters 

Day (Orange Shirt Day) 

Sept. 30 - Rowan’s Law Day 

(Purple Shirt Day) 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

I would like to welcome you all to a new 
school year.  I hope everyone had a re-
laxing and fun summer holiday. 
 
Our caretaking staff worked very hard 
over the summer to prepare the school for 
a new school year and it looks amazing!  
Mrs. Comfort has been busy the few 
weeks getting everything organized and 
all of the staff have been busy preparing 
for the start of an exciting year!  I want to 
thank all of you for your hard work and 
dedication to Gainsborough. 
 
We know that school will look differently 
this year, but out goal for the first few 
weeks will be to make our students feel 
comfortable coming back to school after 
such a long time.  Our priorities are safe-
ty, wellbeing and learning, and we will 
be establishing routines to meet those pri-
orities.  Our school is set up to maximize 

safety based on advice and protocols that 
have been set in place by Niagara Re-
gional Public Health as well as the Minis-
try of Education.  Last week the teachers 
reviewed the various routines including 
mask protocol, handwashing, physical dis-
tancing, hallway flow and directional ar-
rows, washroom use and cough and 
sneeze protocol, etc.    
 
We are all looking forward to this school 
year.  If you ever have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact the 
school.   
 
We are here to work 
with you!  
 
Ms. Nunnenmacher 

 

WELCOME BACK TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!! 

Educational Assistants - 

Mrs. Bartlett and Mrs. 

Simpson 

Lunch Room Supervisor - 

Mrs. McLaren 

Custodians - Mrs. Lane and 

Mr. Gervason 

Secretary - Mrs. Comfort 

Principal - Ms. Nunnen-

macher 

We are looking forward to 

an awesome year! 

 

All of the staff have been 

so busy preparing for the 

2020/2021 school year.  

We welcome Miss Bishop 

who will be filling in for 

Mrs. Irwin and we wish all 

the best to Mrs. Bouhuis 

who will be working with 

Kindergarten students at 

the Virtual School this year. 

As of now the following 

are the staff and classes 

for this school year: 

Kindergarten - Miss Nor-

ton, Mrs. Foster, Miss Bish-

op, Mrs. McPherson 

Grade 1/2 - Mrs. Kotsis 

and Mrs. Gullett 

Grade 3/4 - Mrs. Hodgins 

Grade 4/5 - Ms. Sardo 

Grade 5/6 - Ms Vallance 

Grade 6/7 - Mrs. Gravelle 

Grade 7/8 - Mr. Reid 

FSP - Mrs. Pankhurst 

FSL - Mme Gravelle 

Prep - Mr. Shatford and 

Ms Haveman 

Learning Resource Teacher 

- Mrs Taylor 

THE GAINSBOROUGH TEAM 

5459 Hwy 20, RR 2 

St. Ann’s  L0R 1Y0 

905-386-6223 

Principal -  

H. Nunnenmacher 

Secretary -  

K. Comfort 

 

         GAINSBOROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOL 

If your child will not be 

taking the bus please 

make sure to notify the 

office through email at 

gai@dsbn.org prior to 

3:00 p.m.  This way we 

can be sure to get the 

message to our teachers 

so your child does not 

get on his/her bus.  



BELL TIMES 

On September 30, Rowan’s Law Day will be observed by schools across Ontario. 

This is a day to increase awareness about the danger of concussions, and to posi-

tively promote injury prevention.  

Rowan’s Law was created after Rowan Stringer, a 17-year old student died after 

sustaining two concussions. Because she did not tell anyone about her injuries or 

how she was feeling with her family, coaches, or friends her concussions went un-

treated. 

By observing Rowan’s Law Day each year and educating our school community 

about concussions, we hope to promote a culture of safety at our school. 

Purple was Rowan’s favourite colour, so we are asking staff and students to wear 

purple to school on September 30th for Rowan!   

A new school schedule has been created in compliance with 

COVID-19 protocols. 

Please note that supervision does not begin until 8:50 a.m. Stu-

dents are not to be dropped off prior to that time.  In keeping 

with Public Health requirements, we are unable to allow adults 

to gather or congregate at school entry or exit.  Thank you! 

DRILLS 

Each year all schools across the DSBN have 

practice Fire Drills and Lockdown Drills.  

There are 6 Fire Drills done during the 

school year, 3 in the fall and 3 in the 

spring. Two Lockdown Drills take place; one 

during the fall/winter and one during the 

spring.  Since there are different types of 

Lockdown Drills the two will be different 

(for example, one internal and one exter-

nal).  Teachers will work with their students 

to ensure they are aware 

of what to do in case of an 

emergency.  If you have 

any questions please do 

not hesitate to contact the 

school. 

9:05 a.m. Entry Bell 

9:05 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. Period 1 - Entry with Class Community 

9:25 a.m. - 10:05 a.m. Period 2 

10:05 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. Period 3 - Break for Kdg1, Kdg2, Gr 1/2K and        

Gr 1/2G 

10:45 a.m. - 11:25 a.m. Period 4 - Break for Gr 3/4, 5/6 and FSP 

11:25 a.m. - 12:05 p.m. Period 5 - Break for Gr 4/5, 6/7 and 7/8 

12:05 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. Period 6 - Break for Kdg1, Kdg2, Gr 1/2K and        

Gr 1/2G 

12:45 p.m. - 1:25 p.m. Period 7 - Break for Gr 3/4, 5/6 and FSP 

1:25 p.m. - 2:05 p.m. Period 8 - Break for Gr 4/5, 6/7 and 7/8 

2:05 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Period 9 

2:45 p.m. - 3:25 p.m. Period 10 

3:25 p.m. Dismissal with Class Community 

DROP OFF & PICK UP 

We want to thank everyone 

for their cooperation and 

patience as we get our new 

“Kiss and Drop Off” area up 

and running.  We know that 

this looks different than oth-

er years, but we must ad-

here to Public Health’s requirements while at 

the same time ensuring your child’s safety.   

In the morning please drive through the Drop 

Off Lane (aka the Bus Lane) to the path.  You 

will be greeted by a staff member who will 

help your child out of the car (if possible 

please have your child sitting on the passen-

ger side to make the transition quicker).  Once 

out of the car your child will proceed down 

the path to the back of the school to meet with 

his/her class. 

For pick up at the end of the day we would 

like to do the same thing but in reverse. We 

know that this is becoming difficult for some 

parents who are picking up their child.  We 

would like you to know that we are working 

out solutions daily to make sure it follows the 

requirements we must meet, while ensuring it is 

safe.  Should you have any suggestions please 

feel free to let us know. 

 



 Check out our Website!! 

https://

gainsborough.dsbn.org 

LATE ARRIVAL PROCESS 

We know that there are 

some mornings that despite 

best efforts being made, 

students occasionally arrive 

late.  In the past, parents 

would walk students to the 

office to get an admit slip.  To comply with 

safety protocols, students who arrive late will 

buzz the office and wait for a staff member 

to let the student into the building.  Unfortu-

nately, parents/guardians will not be permit-

ted to enter the building with the student(s).  

Please be aware entry may take some time 

depending on the number of students who 

require entry. We appreciate your patience 

as we work through this new process. 

MASKS 
Students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 are not required to wear a mask but it is recommended.  All 

students in Grades 4-8 will be expected to wear a mask: 

 While they are in their outdoor designated classroom communities upon entry to the school 

yard each morning and during dismissal each afternoon 

 Inside the school 

Students may take off their masks: 

 To eat during nutrition breaks as instructed by their teacher 

 When they are outdoors for learning 

 When they are outdoors for fitness/nutritional breaks 

Please ensure your child has their mask when they arrive at 

school each day.  Please send a back up mask or two in a la-

belled Ziploc bag or container, to keep in their backpack. 

VISITORS TO SCHOOL 

We know that some parents like 

to drop student lunches off at 

the office before our nutritional 

breaks.  We request that stu-

dents arrive at school with their 

lunch and snacks in order to limit contact.  

Please send a little extra in case your child is 

extra hungry or going through a growth spurt 

and may require extra to eat. 

At this time, Niagara Regional Public Health 

has mandated that parents and visitors not 

enter the school.  Please contact the school to 

set up an appointment if 

needed. 

Please make sure to send your 

child with a labelled refillable 

water bottle daily.  Students 

will not be able to us the water 

fountain spout, but can refill 

their water bottle.  With being 

outside more during the day we 

want to en-

sure our stu-

dents remain 

hydrated. 

In order to give our students a 

break from wearing masks, 

more outdoor time during the 

school day will take place this 

year.  Please send your child 

to school, dressed for weather 

(even gentle rain showers!). A 

change of clothing would be 

appreciated for our primary 

students as well. 

LUNCH DROP OFF 

WATER BOTTLES 

TECHNOLOGY & LIBRARY 

RETURNS 

Please return all technology that was bor-

rowed from the school in the spring as soon 

as possible so we can begin disinfecting and 

deploying to student classrooms again.  All 

library books should be returned to your 

child’s teacher as well. 

NUT SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

When you are considering foods for your 

child’s lunch, please remember to select 

healthy items that are nut-free.  

We have staff and students with 

nut allergies and out of respect 

for them, please ensure that 

their safety is considered when 

packing lunches. 

https://gainsborough.dsbn.org
https://gainsborough.dsbn.org


 

 

 

PREVALENT MEDICAL 

CONDITIONS 

If you have a child with a prevalent med-

ical condition (Anaphylaxis, Asthma, Dia-

betes, and/or Epilepsy or others) we 

want to make sure we have a current 

Plan of Care to support your child.  All 

parents of children with prevalent medi-

cal conditions are asked to fill our the 

new Plan of Care and submit to the 

school. You can download the forms at  

https://www.dsbn.org/prevalent-medical

-conditions  

For more information, please contact the 

school. 

MENTAL HEALTH & 

WELL BEING 

LOST AND FOUND 

Mental Health and Well-Being is an im-

portant factor in student success.  Learn-

ing to form healthy relationships, main-

tain physical health, academic engage-

ment, and educational achievement are 

all impacted by mental health and well-

being.  Students’ mental health and well-

being is supported in a variety of ways: 

 Helping students feel safe and in-
cluded 

 Instilling a sense of belonging and 
connectedness 

 Working with them to feel confident 
in their identity 

To learn more visit: 

https://www.dsbn.org/programs-

services/well-being/home 

We ask that all of our students’ personal 

items are labelled.  We will not have a 

Lost and Found bin this year and want to 

ensure we are able to return items to the 

appropriate person. 

If you are looking for 

labels, you can check 

out the ones availa-

ble at Mabel’s La-

bels.  We have a 

Fundraising Account set up with them so 

20% of every purchase will come back to 

the school. 

https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/

fundraising/support/  

School Cash enables you to: 

 Use your debit or credit card to 

make quick and easy payments 

 Complete important forms 

 Provide permission for school 

events 

To access the system, click on the 

“School Cash” button on our school’s 

website.  Please Note: the usual 

Welcome Back to School package is 

posted on School Cash Online.  It 

contains important forms that must 

be completed by parent/guardian.  

https://schoolcashonline.com/  

TRANSPORTATION 

This year students eligible for transportation are required to Opt-In to receive service.  If you are changing your status from Opt-Out 

to Opt-In, the deadline to Opt-In to Transportation is at 3:00 p.m. on Monday to have transportation available the following Monday.  

NSTS will be developing seating plans weekly based on student’s assigned to the bus.  The seating plans will be developed on stu-

dents residing in the same household, or students in the same homeroom, sitting together.  For the first few 

weeks of school the changes could occur weekly until the school year settles in for more stable seat assignments.   

For Transportation information, please visit the Niagara Student Transportation Services website at 

www.nsts.ca or call 905-357-6787.   

https://www.dsbn.org/prevalent-medical-conditions
https://www.dsbn.org/prevalent-medical-conditions
https://www.dsbn.org/programs-services/well-being/home
https://www.dsbn.org/programs-services/well-being/home
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
https://schoolcashonline.com/


Please report all absences or lates prior to bell time for the 

current day.  If your child has an upcoming appointment, 

you can also schedule future absences by using one of 

these three methods; App, Website or Toll-free Phone 

Number. Please do NOT contact the school directly to re-

port your child’s absence or late.  Thank you! 



SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
 
I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/
guardian representative on the School Council. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone Number: _________________________   
Email Address: _______________________________ 
 
I am the parent/guardian of __________________________________________ 
who is currently registered at Gainsborough Public School. 
 
I am an employee of the District School Board of Niagara.  YES ____ NO ____ 
 
__________________________________     ___________________ 
Candidate’s Signature       Date 

 COUNCIL CORNER 
Welcome back Wildcat students, staff, and parents!  We hope everyone has a safe and 
healthy start to the new school year.  School Advisory Council (SAC) will be holding their first 
virtual meeting on September 29 at 7:00PM.  Our nominations form is above if you wish to 
become part of the SAC Executive.  We always welcome new mem-
bers.  There are many ways you can become involved.  If you would 
like to attend our meetings, or would like to join our mailing list, or 
have any questions, please email us at  
gainsboroughsac@gmail.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gainsborough SAC 

WOERLEN CITIZEN AWARD 

Congratulations to last year’s Woerlen Citizen Award recipients!  Each of the following students were recognized with a 

plaque and a $25 Chapters Gift Card. 

JK - Jac R.  SK - Jack T.  Gr 1 - Jesse J. Gr 2 - Kaylee H.  Gr 3 - Lyla K. 

Gr 4 - Tucker W. Gr 5 - Katarina T. Gr 6 - Lily M. Gr 7 - Joshua P.   FSP - Mahdi S. 

mailto:gainsboroughsac@gmail.com


WHAT SAFETY MEASURES DO YOU HAVE IN PLACE? 
Since the start of school, parents have been asking what things look like in the school.  Unfortunately, you are 

not able to come in right now to see them (one of the safety measures), but here are some pictures of what is in 

place around the school. 

As you come to our front doors you will notice a 

desk out front.  If you are dropping something off 

we ask that you buzz the office and then leave the 

item there for us to pick up.  If you are picking up 

your child early they will leave from these doors or 

if you are dropping him/her off late he/she will 

use this door to enter the school.   

When students are dropped off in the morning we ask that they 

are dropped off at the path.  This path leads them around to 

the back of the school where they will line up for entry. 

When students are dismissed at the end of the day, they meet in 

their lines at the back and then follow the path out to the waiting 

vehicle.   

Please Note: We are working on our dismissal procedure to en-

sure the safety of all of our students.  Please be patient as we 

work to find the safest and most efficient way. 

At the end of the day, our students line up in their bus colours.   

The are also lining up in a staggered format to ensure the prop-

er distance from each side.  Markings have been made on the 

tarmac as guides for our students. 

When they arrive in the morning they will line up in this same ar-

ea, by class instead. 



For outdoor academic 

learning and during 

breaks, each class has a 

designated area on the 

field to ensure students re-

main with their classroom 

community. 

Inside our hallways have 

been divided into two 

lanes to again ensure dis-

tancing.  There are direc-

tional arrows to act as vis-

ual reminders to our stu-

dents. 

The spouts on our water 

fountain have been cov-

ered to avoid usage.  Stu-

dents are asked to bring a 

refillable water bottle with 

them daily to use during 

the day. 

N.B. Please make sure to 

label their water bottle. 



To reduce numbers accessing the washroom at 

one time, we have signs to indicate if the wash-

room is occupied.  Should 2 students from the 

same classroom community need to use the 

washroom they can be in there together.  Oth-

erwise one student at a time will have access to 

the washroom.  In the boys’ washroom access to 

urinals has been reduced in order to ensure 

physical distancing in the washroom. 

To provide a visual reminder we have labels to 

indicate where students can stand to wait for 

access to different areas (ex. washroom, sink, 

etc). 

If students are not well we have an area where 

the student will wait to be picked up.  We ask 

that you please ensure you have someone 

readily available to pick up your child should 

you get a call because he/she is not well. 



The teachers have all worked hard to ensure 

there is physical distancing between each stu-

dent’s desk. 

Students hang their backpacks with their lunches, 

indoor shoes and personal items on their seat at 

their desk. All personal non-instructional items in 

their backpacks will be taken home each day. 

We ask that students NOT bring any toys from 

home. 

Our students all us one of two exits when they 

are exiting the building.  At the exit there is 

hand sanitizer for them to access. 

Everyone enters the building through the doors 

across from the office.  Upon entry they will use 

the hand sanitizer as they come in the building. 



FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU…… 

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT YEAR!!! 


