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 Thanks for your support! 

On behalf of the staff I would like to thank  all of our families for the support shown during 

our recent reorganization of classes, which was a stressful time for students, parents and 

staff alike.   Timetables have been adjusted, routines are now in place and our students seem 

to have made the transition well. Staff will continue to monitor their progress closely over the next few 

weeks to ensure that the transition continues to be a positive experience. 

 

Staff Recognition 

Wednesday, October 5 has been designated World Teacherõs Day to recognize the efforts of 

the teaching profession to make an impact on the lives of students everywhere.  We will also be 

recognizing the hard work of our Educational Assistants on October 26.   

 

Congratulations, Wildcats!   

Our 2010-11 EQAO scores were outstanding!  This was due to the hard work of both 

our staff and our Grade 3 and Grade 6 students.  Results, for those students who par-

ticipated in the assessment achieving Level 3 and 4, are as follows: 

Grade 3 Reading  90%    Grade 6 Reading  95% 

  Writing 95%      Writing 100%  

  Math  95%       Math  79% 

Over the past five years we have seen a significant improvement in all three areas of the testing in both the 

primary and junior divisions. Staff have worked collaboratively to ensure that the types of questions asked in 

all grades, the terminology being used and the assessment strategies utilized are consistent and reflect ex-

pectations in the Ontario curriculum documents.   On our P. A. Day this Friday we will be examining  individual 

student results and looking at areas for instructional focus in the coming months.  Individual student reports 

will then be sent home to parents early next week. 

 

School Photos 

Photo packages have been sent home and orders are due by October 11.  Our retake day, at which 

time class photos will be taken, is scheduled for November 1st. 
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Mission Statement: 

òGainsborough Central Public School strives for each child to live, learn, and laugh in a safe, unique, and challenging environment.  Each child is 
encouraged to achieve personal standards of excellence in the school community.ó 
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Instructional Coaching Program 

We welcome Mrs. Sandie Heckel as our new instructional coach.  Mrs. Heckel will be working directly with our 

staff and students over the course of the school year to facilitate programming in all subject areas.   Special 

thanks to Mrs. Gravelle and Mrs. Sutherland for their hard work as school based literacy coaches over the 

past four years.   

 

School Attendance 

According to the Education Act, Part 2 , Section 21 all students age 6 and over are expected 

to attend school on a daily basis.   A child may be excused from attendance at school if 

he/she is ill, for medical appointments,  unavoidable causes, religious observances or for the 

purpose of receiving instruction in music (with limitations).  No other absences are recognized in the Educa-

tion Act, including early dismissal and late arrival as a result of participation in extra-curricular activities.  

When students arrive late or Mrs. Hine has to interrupt classes to call students out of class for early dis-

missal, it disrupts the individual childõs learning as well as that of his/her classmates.  Most organizations rec-

ognize that schooling is a priority and schedule practices etc. that will not interfere with the school day.  We 

ask your cooperation in keeping disruptions to the learning environment to a minimum. 

Having said that, we recognize there may be times when your vacation plans fall within the school year.  If 

your child is going to be absent for an extended period (5 days or more) please contact Mrs. Hine for a Re-

quest for Absence form. This form will then be kept on file should we need to  explain his/her absence during 

Ministry of Education audits. 

 

School Advisory Council 

ὈAt our first School Advisory Council meeting of the new year, the following parents were elected to these 

positions: Chair - Cathy Vitucci; Vice-Chair - Leanne Greenwood; Treasurer -Pam Heaslip ; Secretary - 

Stephanie Lees.  Special thanks to the following parents who have dedicated their time and energy over the 

past several years and are remaining on council but have resigned their positions due to other commitments: 

Cindy Desruisseaux, Dara McLeod and Angie Greenwood.  We have an energetic and enthusiastic group who 

meet on a regular basis to provide support for your children. If you are interested in joining us, our next 

meeting is a joint meeting with the parent groups of South Lincoln, Caistor, and College Street in the library 

at South Lincoln on Wednesday, October 12 at 6:30 p.m.  

ὈThanks for your feedback regarding our fundraising schedule.  Our fundraising committee will review this 

information as they plan for the year.  Recent fundraising efforts include Fundscrip, garden vouchers from 

Floral Dimensions, and MacMillanõs Cookie Dough.  Please note that your participation in any of these fundrais-

ing activities is strictly voluntary.  (Our first Fundscrip order was for $9790 resulting in a profit of $315.75 

which will be distributed across the divisions as per your requests.) 

ὈThe DSBN Parent Involvement Committee will be holding their annual conference at Eden High School in St. 

Catharines on November 2 from 4:00-8:45 p.m.  The theme this year is 21st Century Learners - Where Par-
ents Fit In.   For further information, or to register for this free conference, go to the DSBN website 

(www.dsbn.org) and scroll down to the Parent Involvement Conference section on the left side of the page. 

ὈWe  have started to collect resources for a Parent Library in the main foyer of the school.  Books on a vari-

ety of topics are available for you to sign out by completing the card in the back of the book and giving it to 

Mrs. Hine at the office. 
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Terry Fox Run 

Hip-hip-hooray, Gainsborough!  Another successful run for cancer research!  On Fri-

day, September 23, our Wildcats participated in the school run/walk/jog for the 

Terry Fox Foundation.  We raised an amazing $1121 for this worthwhile cause!  We 

also received a five year poster from the Foundation for our past participation.  Ms. 

Paige Johnson presented a motivating talk to our attentive school listeners on       

September 16 which inspired us.  Congratulations, Wildcats, and Miss Rybiak for     

organizing this event. 

 

 

ἾἾἾSuperkidsἾἾἾ 

On Friday, September 30 we acknowledged the following students for their respectful behaviours 

during the first month of school: Isabella M., Willem H. (JK), Keira K., Logan O. (SK), William H., Katie 

C. (1/2), Dimitri S., Joshua D., Trysten K. (2), Morgan M., Hannah H. (2/3), Grave N., Jason C. (3/4), 

Sarah N., Mikaela M. (5/6), Maislinn M., Salomon E. (6/7), Kraig H., Kim M. (8). 

Our focus for the month of October is responsibility and we will be honouring students who demon-

strate this character trait on October 28 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Book Fair 

Mrs. Haber has organized our first book fair of the year for the week of October 

17.  Books will be available for preview on the 18th and students will be able to make 

purchases during the school day on the 19th and 20th.  There will be extended shop-

ping hours until 7:00 p.m. on the 20th. If you are available to help with the Book Fair 

please contact Mrs. Haber. 

  

Harvest Hoot 

Our Grade 8 students will organize our annual Harvest Hoot activities during 

our middle block on October 31st.  Rather than collecting money for UNICEF 

that day, they have asked that students contribute non-perishable food 

items for our local community care.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Terry_Fox_Denkmal.jpg


 

 
Sports Corner 

Staff have volunteered to coach the following sports this year:  Cross Country and Soccer (September and 

October), Volleyball (October and November), Basketball (January, February  and March), Gymnastics 

(February to April) and Track and Field (June).  There may be opportunities for parents to help support the 

coaching staff, like Mrs. Cook has done with our soccer teams.  Thank you so much, Mrs. Cook, for coming to 

the school twice a day to help with these teams and for your support at our tournaments! 

 

Congratulations to our Gainsborough cross country team: Kayla M., Emily D., Leah M., 

Megan G., Hannah H., Grace N., Harmony C., Andrew H., Jason C., Callen V., Joshua K., Kira 

E., Kira M., Jonny C., James G., Noah D., Noah K., Elijah M.  Their dedication and enthusiasm paid off in some 

very exciting performances, special mention goes to Noah K., Noah D., Jason  C., Callen V. and Grace N. for 

their top 10 finishes.  We were also proud of our many top 20 finishers and to those who achieved their 

personal best.  Everyone of our Wildcat team members completed the gruelling Nelles cross country course 

(BIG HILLS).  Good luck to those students who are moving on to the District meet on October 14th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intermediate Soccer 

The boys and girls soccer team played in a tournament at Smith School on Sept. 21/11. 

Both teams played very well and showed great sportsmanship the whole day. 

Thank you to the following team members for all their hard work: Lucas C., Jack C., Corey D., Luke H., Kraig 

H., Dennis H., Jordon R., Noah K., Calvin M., Brett M., Elijah M., Blake P., Trent S., Kevin S., Mike S., Erika C., 

Emily C., Cassandra D., Kassie D., Kaitlin G., Hailey H., Ceara K., Cloey L., Maisie M., Bailey M., Gillian S., Afra 

S., and Emily T.   

A special thanks to Mrs. Cook for helping with the coaching. 

Mrs. Haber 



Junior Soccer 

Way to go Wildcats!!!! The junior boys soccer team participated in a tournament at Smith School in 

Grimsby on Oct. 4th and made it all the way to the semis against Vineland.  In the round robin, they won 

two games and tied one.  Although the boys lost in overtime in the semis, 2-1, it was a very exciting and nail 

biting game.  The boys should be very proud of themselves for finishing 4th out of 14 teams.  The players 

on the team this year are:  front rowñJarret L., Joshua K., Jonny C., Ryan C., Brad C., Callen V., Jason C., 

Oakley D., Stuart M.  Back RowñMrs. Cook, Jordy S., Sadok E., James R., Carter S., Jerry S., Ms. Judge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Corner 

Early Years Niagara has an eight week course on Positive Parenting which will be held at St. Martinõs School 

in Smithville on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 - 9 p.m. until December 7.  For more information or to reg-

ister contact the Parent Talk Information Line at 905-688-8248, Ext. 7555. 

 

 

 

 

WE Day Toronto 2011 

òYouth leading global change is the movement of our time!ó  We Day is the manifestation of this movement!  

On Tuesday September 27, Mrs. Hellwig and Mrs. Heinen escorted 8 students to We Day in Toronto!! It 

was an inspiring day for all!  We Day included inspirational speakers from Rick Hansen to Patch Adams to 

former child soldier Michel Chikwanine and others who carried the message that one action, one person, 

can change the world!!!  Gainsborough has made a commitment to take one local and one global action over 

the course of the year.  Stay tuned to hear what your ME to WE team will come up with! 
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