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The month of December not only signals the end of the      
calendar year, it also means first term reports are ready 
and the busy holiday season is upon us!  It is particularly re-
warding to share the excitement of the season as seen 
through the eyes of our students.  We also have the oppor-
tunity to participate in the spirit of giving with the larger 
community by thinking of those who are less fortunate than 
ourselves.  Non-perishable food items for Community Care 
will be accepted at the school from now until 
December 16. Thanks to Mrs. Wetselaar for co-
ordinating this for us and to our families, in ad-
vance, for demonstrating yet again that Gains-
borough is a great and caring school community! 

 

Distr ic t  School  Board o f  
Niagara 

 

Report Cards/Interviews 

First term reports will be sent home on Wednesday, December 2 to give you an opportunity to 
review them before meeting with teachers on Thursday, December 3 or Friday, December 4.  

Confirmation of your interview time will be included in the report card envelope.  Staff have made every 
effort to accommodate your requests based on the order in which they were received.  We look forward to 
this opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and develop goals for next term.  Page 3 of the report may 
be returned with your child or at the time of your interview.  Please note that Friday afternoon, December 
4 has been set aside as a P.A. Day for the purpose of parent-teacher interviews and there are no 

classes that afternoon for students.  Buses will be at the school three hours prior to regular pick up (e.g. 
12:30) to take our students home for the afternoon.   Please let Mrs. Hine know if you are making alternate 
pick-up arrangements for your children that day. 

 

Christmas Concert 

In order to accommodate all family members who want to enjoy our Christmas Concert together, 
we have booked the auditorium at South Lincoln High School for the evening of Wednesday, December 16 at 
6:30 p.m.  Special thanks to our School Advisory Council who have volunteered to cover the cost 
of busing to the high school on the day of our dress rehearsal (December 14).  

       

December 2009 

Mission Statement: 

“Gainsborough Central Public School strives for each child to live, learn, and laugh in a safe, unique, and challenging environment.  
Each child is encouraged to achieve personal standards of excellence in the school community.” 

Important Dates to Remember 

December 2nd—Report cards go home 

December 3rd—Interviews from 4-8 p.m. 

December 4th—PA Day (students home 3 hours early) 

            Interviews from 1-4 p.m. 

December 14th—Concert Rehearsal at South Lincoln 

December 15th—Arts Visit from South Lincoln Gr 6-8 

December 16th—Christmas Concert 6:30 p.m.-South Lincoln  

December 17th—S.N. Bowling 

Pizza Days—December 3rd,10th and 17th. 

 



 

School Advisory Council 

Our regular monthly meeting of the School Advisory Council took place on Tuesday, November 24.  At this 
meeting we discussed the upcoming Christmas basket fundraiser and plans to support special presentations, 
like Scientists in the Classroom.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 26 at 7 p.m. 

 

Inclement Weather   

;Although the weather in November was balmy, we are sure that winter is coming and with it the possibility 
of storms and school closings.  Please listen to local radio stations (CKTB 610, CHTZ 97.7, CHRE 105.7, CKEY 
105.1, SPIRIT 91.7, CHSC 1220, K-Lite 102.9, WAVE 94.7), CHCH T.V. or visit the DSBN website for informa-
tion on school closing or bus cancellations.  This information should be broadcast beginning at 7 a.m.  The an-
nouncements will either indicate that a) all public schools are open, b) all public school buses (First Student)  
are cancelled but schools are open for those who can get there safely, or c) all schools operated by the Dis-
trict School Board of Niagara are closed.   

;In the event that we need to close the schools after students have arrived, an announcement to this effect 
will be made at 11 a.m. and again will be broadcast on the radio or posted on the DSBN website.    

$Please do not call the school and tie up our phone lines inquiring if schools are open as we need to keep 
our phones available for emergencies.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THE FINAL DECISION TO SEND YOUR 
CHILD TO SCHOOL IN SEVERE WEATHER IS YOURS! 

;We would like to put a “fan out” system into effect again this year so that school personnel or another par-
ent can contact you to let you know students will be coming home early.  At times the buses may also be de-
layed at the end of the day due to weather or other factors.  If we are notified by First Student that a bus 
will be delayed for 15 minutes or longer, we can use this  “fan out” to advise you of the delay.  Please complete 
the form at the end of the newsletter giving permission for a parent or school personnel to call 
you in these circumstances.  It is imperative that we have up-to-date contact information if 
this system is to work effectively.   

 

Student Safety 

☺  Please note that when the school buses are loading and unloading students in the morning and after-
noon, all other vehicles must remain outside of the bus loading zone at the front of the school.  This 
includes parents who are dropping off their children or vehicles that are passing our buses in the circle area 
by the main entry doors.  We want to ensure that no students are in danger of moving vehicles. 

☺  Once the snow starts to fly it is important that your child has a pair of indoor shoes at school 
as boots may not be worn in class and sock feet are not safe on wet, slippery floors.  For both 
safety and hygiene reasons it is also important that junior/intermediate students have a change of 
clothing and a pair of appropriate athletic shoes for gym classes. 

 

Lost and Found 

Our lost and found is overflowing again!  Please take a moment when you come in for parent-teacher inter-
views to check the tables in the hallway leading to the gym to reclaim any items which might belong at your 
house.  All items not claimed by December 18 will be donated to a local charity. 

 



 

$$Superkids$$ 

 

Congratulations to the following courageous students who were recognized at our Student of the Month 
assembly on November 30: JK Cameron G. SK1 Chloe L. SK2 Emily B. and Brandon G., Gr. 1 Tyler S-D., 
Gr. 2 Clayton B. and Dawson M.,  Gr. 2/3 Kayla M. and Mikaela M., Gr. 3/4 Ryan K.,  Gr. 4/5 Elijah M., Gr. 
6 Calvin M., Gr. 6/7 Zoe W, Tracey S. and Sarah H.,  Gr. 7/8 James C., S. N. Grant F.,  L.H. Angel and 
Tazmin. 

 

Student Parliament News 

Do you want to show someone that you care about them?  Well, the Student Parliament is once again 
doing the ‘Candy-grams’.  For the cost of only 50 cents, you can send that special someone a sweet treat 
in the shape of a candy cane.  Candy-grams will be sold at breaks from Dec. 7-11th.  Proceeds will be 
donated to cancer research. 

Are you good at colouring?  Here’s your chance to show off your talent in our Colouring Contest.  For 
the low, low price of 50 cents, you can purchase a page to colour and enter it in our contest.  Entries 
will be judged according to the following divisions: JK-SK; Gr. 1,2,3; Gr. 4,5,6; and Gr. 7-8.  You will be 
able to purchase your pages at break on Fri. Dec. 4th, Mon. Dec. 7th and Tues. Dec. 8th.  The proceeds 
will be donated to Community Care.   

 

Library News 

Attention all you avid readers!  Will you be looking for some new books to read over the Christmas 
break?  Well, look no further than your own school library.  For the low, low cost of only 10 cents, you 
can buy some quality reading material that will provide you with many hours of reading enjoyment.  
When: Tuesday, December 8th at first and second breaks.  Where: Gainsborough School Library.  All 
proceeds will go to purchase new books for the library.  (Mrs. Haber) 

 

Head Lice 

It’s that time of year again!  Please check your child’s hair on a regular basis to be sure these nasty 
pests aren’t residing at your house.  If you do find lice or nits, hair must be treated and all evidence 
removed before your child returns to school.  As a courtesy it is important that you notify the school if 
you have a lice problem so that measures can be taken to prevent the spread to other families in your 
child’s class.  If there are any parents available who would be willing to help with “lice checks” please 
call Mrs. Hine and leave your name and number. 

 

Secondary School Open Houses 

Our grade 8 students and their families are invited to attend the local high school open houses to learn 
about the great programs being offered for Grade 9:  Eden Secondary School on January 11th from 7 - 
9 p.m., Beamsville District Secondary School on January 12 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and South Lincoln 
Secondary School on January 13 from 7 - 9 p.m.  Please note that students are expected to attend 
their neighbourhood high school and transportation will not be provided for alternate sites. 



Fundraising 

;Student Parliament and Mr. Reid’s class would like to thank all students and their families who contrib-
uted to their recent fundraising activities:  Dare Project for the Me to We Foundation ($263), UNI-
CEF ($113) and Pyjama Day ($132) for the cost of policing and bands for the Smithville Santa Claus Pa-
rade. 

;M & M Meat School Shopping day is Thursday, December 3.  We will receive a 10% rebate on pur-
chases made that day at the Grimsby store on Main Street or the Welland store on Rice Road. Please 
let them know you are from Gainsborough School.  M & M Max customers who spend a minimum of $40 
will also receive a free box (454g) of Italian style meatballs.  We will be using any proceeds from this 
day toward the purchase of our new school uniforms which our school council has also generously subsi-
dized. 

;The School Advisory Council will be raffling Christmas baskets and holding a 50/50 draw on the eve-
ning of our Christmas Concert at South Lincoln.   Mrs. Wiley will also be selling AVON angels ($10 for a 
set of 4) that night and will donate her profits towards year end trips.  We look forward to your sup-
port that evening. 

;Congratulations to the following top salesmen for our recent School Advisory Council MacMillans cam-
paign: Josh K. (Primary division), Noah K. (Junior division) and Chris D. (Intermediate division).  Each of 
these students will receive a Walmart gift card for their efforts.  (Just in time for holiday shopping, 
boys!) 

Literacy Link 

Literacy is more than books.  There are several ways to keep your literacy skills sharp - all it takes is 
practicing for 15 minutes every day.  Reading, writing, playing a game, following a recipe, or even singing 
a song all help prepare children for challenges ahead and sharpen skills for adults.” Family game night is 
one way to encourage literacy.  One example  is “Daffy Dictionary”.  Choose a word from the dictionary 
and write it on a piece of paper with one correct definition, then make up two more definitions that are 
incorrect but ‘sound’ like they might be accurate.  See who can guess the correct definition.  For lots 
more fun, family literacy activities go to the  website  www.abc-canada.org.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation on our Sing for Literacy event on January 27.  You may want to brush up on your karaoke skills 
over the holidays to be ready! 

Math Connections 

Many of our primary classes have been sending home problem solving activities to engage families in 
mathematics.  The following excerpt (From Helping Your Child with Mathematics, Ministry of Educa-
tion) suggests how you can help your child in general terms.   

Tip #1 - Be Positive About Mathematics 

•Be positive and talk about the ways you use mathematics every day.  Sharing negative experiences 
  (by saying for example, “I was never good at Math”) will not encourage your child to engage in 
  mathematics and be confident about taking risks as he or she solves problems.  Instead, try state- 
  ment like this: “Okay, we can solve this if we work it out together.  What are you thinking?” 
•Let your child know that you think mathematics is important. 
•Point out the ways in which different family members use mathematics in their jobs and at  
  home. 
•Let your child know that everyone can learn mathematics. 
•Encourage your child to be persistent when a problem seems difficult.  



Sports Corner 

;The Junior Girls Volleyball team just finished an exciting season.  We played 5 different 
schools and, although not victorious, had a lot of fun.  The girls developed great serving and 
bumping skills that will serve them well in the future.  Thanks to our coaches, Miss Haveman 

and Mrs. Haber, who would like to commend the following girls on their dedication and great sportsmanship: 
Kaitlyn L,, Kaitlyn G., Danielle L., Alex H., Cassandra D., Jessica R., Gillian S., Hailey H., Cloey L., Sarah N., 
Linsay H., Emma C. and Jessie M. 

;Junior Boys Volleyball - Congratulations to our Junior Boys.  (We missed the playoffs by a single point). 
They were an excellent team who showed great team spirit and sportsmanship.  It was a pleas-
ure to work with this group of boys.  Our team members: Brad C., Jonny C., Lucas C., Noah K., 
Kevin S., Kraig H., Jordan I., Corey D., Michael S., Konnor A., Levi S., Robert A., Sheldon D., 
Jack C. and Blake P.  Thank you Mrs. Sutherland and Miss Salomons. 

;Intermediate Girls Volleyball - Congratulations to our Intermediate Girls' Volleyball team 
who had a very successful season! At the end of November we competed in the DSBN C Divi-

sion Volleyball tournament. The girls made it to the quarterfinals and played excellently all day long. Con-
gratulations to our team members: Kelsey S., Tracey S., Tiana H., Alex S., Claire D., Vicky M., Sarah H., 
Amy H., Ingrid B. and Jessie L.  Thanks to our coaches, Mr. Reid and Miss Gullett. 

;Intermediate Boys Volleyball - Great job on your season.  Your skills improved and you displayed excel-
lent sportsmanship!  Our team members:  Jacob, Brandon, Luke, Kyle G., Kyle B., James, Bruce, Chris, Mason 
and Sean.  Thanks to coaches, Mrs. Gravelle and Mr. Degraw. 

;We have been very fortunate to have Zach completing a cooperation education placement here 
this semester.  Zach is a championship wrestler who attends Beamsville District Secondary 
School and has been sharing his expertise during our junior/intermediate gym classes.  He and 
Kyle G. put on demonstration for all students at our assembly on November 30th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff/Student Volleyball Games 

Staff have been practicing their volleyball skills after work for the past several weeks and are challenging 
our junior and intermediate teams to staff/student volleyball games on Friday, December 11 at first and 
second break.  The junior classes are invited to witness the “showdown” between staff and our junior 
teams at first break; intermediate students are invited to cheer on their favourite team at second break.  
The charge for admission to either of these games is 25 cents or a donation of canned goods.  All proceeds 
will be donated to Community Care. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 Collecting for  
Community Care until 
December 16th. 

1                            6-8 2                           6-9 
Report cards go home 
 

3                          6-10 
Interviews 4-8 p.m. 
M&M Meat Shop Day 

4                        7-1     
P.A. Day/Early  
Release 
Interviews 1-4 p.m. 

5 

6 7                             7-2 8                        7-3 
Library book sale 
 
 

9                           7-4 
 

10                          7-5 
 

11                        7-6  
Staff/Student volley-
ball games 
 

12 

13 14                        7-7 
Concert Rehearsal at 
South Lincoln 

15                        7-8 
 Arts Visit from South 
Lincoln Gr 6 –8 

16 7-9 
Christmas Concert 
6:30 pm @ South  
Lincoln  
 

17                     7-10 
 

18                        8-1 
Carol singing 

19 

20 21  
First day of                        

22                            
 

23                            
 

24                           
 

25                          
 

26 

29 30 31 
 

  27                                 28 
 

Happy Holidays from the 
Staff at Gainsborough 

DECEMBER 2009 



 

Emergency Telephone Fan-Out 

In the event that your child’s bus may be late (15 minutes or more), or during emergency school closings 
(due to storms etc.), we will initiate an emergency telephone fan-out system.  Please indicate your pref-

erence with regard to this fan-out. 

 

;   I consent to my name and telephone number being included in a volunteer caller list in the school’s emergency telephone 
“fan-out” system. 

;   I do NOT consent to having my name and telephone number included in the “fan-out” system. 

;   I am available to be a caller for the “fan-out” system. 

 

Parent Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Students: __________________________________________________________ 

Bus Route #: _________      Driver’s Name: _________________________________ 

Phone Number at which you can be reached during the school day: _________________ 

Note:  Please only provide one phone number. 

Thank you. 

 


